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conversations and collaborations 
with individuals and organizations 
from different communities and 
continents.  These interviews are 
framed by a gallery space filled 
with large-scale video projections 
to create an immersive environment 
of travel and disorientation typical

It doesn’t give a definite view of what 
migration is like but rather, it seeks to 
reflect on the connections between people 
and different communities and continents 
- Wendy Woodson

Belonging: Reflections on Place is 
an ongoing video installation 
conceived and directed by video 
artist Wendy Woodson with 
designer Kathy Couch. The project 
provides an intimate view into the 
lives of culturally diverse 
individuals as they reflect on their 
experiences with belonging and 
displacement. The installation 
creates a virtual neighborhood and 
evolves through a series of 
connections made during

of any migration experience.  
Visitors are encouraged to move 
through the installation from screen 
to screen engaging with fragments 
of the stories while reflecting on 
their own experiences with place 
and belonging.  Belonging is the 
result of a journey of discovery, 
both deliberate and serendipitous, 
that reflects multiple perspectives 
on place, belonging and migration.  

the exhibition cont.

Belonging:  Reflections on Place 
is available for touring. Existing 
renditions of the project can be 
exhibited or future versions, 
using the prototype that has been 
developed, can be created with	

local participants in different 
communities.	
!

For additional information visit	

www.belongingreflections.com

Belonging: Reflections on Place 
develops through a 3-4 month 
residency in which director 
Wendy Woodson works in 
collaboration with a particular 
community and interviews 
diverse members of that 
community about their 
experiences with place and 
belonging. The most recent 
version of the project was

commissioned by the 
Immigration Museum of the 
Museum Victoria in Melbourne 
Australia.  Other versions have 
been exhibited at the A.P.E. 
Gallery in Northampton, MA, 
the International Bricks and 
Mortar Video Festival in 
Greenfield, MA and at Monash 
University in Melbourne.
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Wendy Woodson & Present Company, Inc. is a non-profit organization committed to creating and 
presenting provocative and topical performance works. These works are developed collaboratively by artists 
from theater, dance, video, music, and the visual arts. Founded in 1980 in Washington D.C. by artistic director 
Wendy Woodson and now based in Amherst, MA. Present Company has, in the thirty-three years of its history, 
gained a national reputation for innovative and exciting interdisciplinary performance of outstanding quality. 
The company’s repertory -- ranging from full-length multi-media performance works to experimental videos 
and installations – is concerned with how different individuals and groups struggle to define, maintain and 
defy diverse senses of belonging. Experimental innovation and poetic interaction between word, movement 
and image define the company’s work. 

Associate Artist Kathy Couch is a freelance lighting designer and installation/visual artist based in 
Northampton, MA. She has designed for over 350 performances in the US, Armenia, Russia, Australia, Serbia 
and Latvia. In addition to her work with Wendy Woodson & Present Company, Ms. Couch has ongoing 
performance collaborations with Adele Myers, Candice Salyers, the Architects and Chimaera Physical Theater.  
As a member of the creative team for Yanira Castro’s Dark Horse/Black Forest, Couch received a 2009 Bessie 
Award. Ms. Couch is the resident Lighting Designer at Amherst College and recently received her MFA in 
Visual Arts from Vermont College of Fine Arts.

Artistic Director Wendy Woodson has created 95 works for stage and video presented in the U.S., Europe, 
New Zealand and Australia. Dance and theater works have been performed in such venues as the John F. 
Kennedy Center, LaMaMa Etc. NYC, LaMaMa Melbourne, the Smithsonian, Jacob's Pillow, Emerson 
Majestic Theater, Washington Project for the Arts, Wolf Trap, PS 122 and at many colleges and universities. 
Video works have been exhibited at festivals throughout the US, in Germany, Sarajevo, Australia and at the 
DeCordova Museum.  Most recently Ms. Woodson was a Fulbright Artist in Residence at the Victorian 
College of the Arts and Artist in Residence at RMIT in Melbourne Australia.  She is on the faculties of the 
Department of Theater and Dance at Amherst College and the Five College Dance Department.
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Are there places that you want to return to? 
any places that you feel a strong sense of connection to? 
What places are you afraid of? 
communities do you feel you belong to?
feel a sense of connection to a place? 
see in the future? Where is a place for dying? 
you decide to leave one place and come to where you are 
now? What brought you here to Australia? 
circumstances of your leaving?
to leave behind? What things did you bring withy you?
did you find a place here? 
what comes to mind? Is there a place that you consider to 
be home? What do you need to feel comfortable in a place?
Do you have that where you live?


